From repair cafes to research clusters; keeping resources out of landfill is better for the environment and economy. Credit: Thinkstock In one year from 2009-10, Australia threw away 21.6 million tonnes of household and industrial waste. Per person, this makes us one of the highest waste producing nations in the world.
generating and recovering wealth from waste.
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The Wealth from Waste research cluster brings together people whose expertise is in economics, social science and technical aspects.
Their research includes mapping and quantifying the amounts of valuable resources in waste -also called 'above ground' resources -such as minerals and metals tied up in ewaste and buildings.
They want to know what innovation and business models are needed to capture this value.
So far they have found that if we recycled the metal that ends up in landfill or discarded products, including iron, aluminium, and copper, we could meet about 70% of Australia's annual demand.
Institute for Sustainable Futures research principal Dr Nick Florin says the cluster's research is looking at more than improving recycling. They are considering how re-use and remanufacturing of metal-containing products can become the norm.
'The concept of a circular economy is emerging as a world-wide trend and we think it's essential for Australia to unlock this $2billion a year of value,' says Dr Florin.
'Our research will involve characterising and testing new and innovative business and consumption models, such as leasing.'
In a circular economy, minerals, metals, plastics and chemicals are not dumped into natural systems at the end of their life, but are reused time and time again with minimal energy input.
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